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doom of clutter and confusion, 
advances the idea of 


If we stand on any street corner in the busi- 
ness district of any of our suburban towns and 
examine what we see, we shall be shocked 
at the heterogeneous clutter of ugly buildings. 
Here and there we shall see substantial build- 
ings of some size or importance which are a 
credit to the community. The rest, however. 
give the impression of a mushroom Pioneer 
town, such as are portrayed in the “Westerns”. 
A British architect, recently commenting on 
this situation in America, stated: "What makes 
the ugliness of most of our cities so alarming 
is not its hapless endlessness, nor the apathy 
of the citizens but the suspicion that here is 
the city of the future!” 

Soon after the founding of our Republic, 
George Washington engaged L’enfant to work 
out a plan for the City of Washington, It was 
many years before the plan took shape, ex- 
cept for a few muddy streets. As time passed, 
the effect of that careful thought for a planned 
community has made Washington one of the 
most beautiful cities of the world. Why should 
not this beauty extend to our suburban areas? 
Why not have our own L'enfant Plan? 


A number of our cities have set up such Com- 
missions and have succeeded in arresting this 
deterioration. Detroit has encouraged private 
capital investment for large buildings such as 
the $5,000,000 Ford Auditorium and the 
$50,000,000 Convention Exhibit Hall and other 
imilar undertakings. This, according to ob- 
ervers, was possible because there was a 
gle Agency coordinating all planning—pub- 
lic, private, and urban remodeling in that 
ity. 

Philadelphia has an Arts Commission which 
has brought about tremendous improvement in 


which 
enues which 
generations seem destined for a 


In this article by one of our chapter members, Mr. Bien 
a voluntary Fine Arts Commission as a possible means to improve 
the condition, The editors of PVA present this article in the hope that it will be provoca- 
tive in generating further discussion on the subject. 


that City. A great deal of similar improvement 
has taken place in the New York Area. Also 
tight here in Washington, do not we need 
such a coordinating agency—a Fine Arts 
Commission? 


Could we not: 


1. Make a study of the entire Metropolitan 
Area, especially in Montgomery and Prince 
Georges Counties. 


2. Prepare maps envisioning an orderly ex- 
pansion of the entire area, 


3. Designate sites for local municipal centers, 
shopping centers, school and park locations, 
commercial and industrial areas. Some work 
along this line has already been done in con- 
nection with the highway plan, but little has 
been done to improve the design of buildings 
along these routes or in the commercial 
centers. 


4. Set up procedures for encouraging good 
design along main highways leading into our 
suburbs. 


5. Require that all new buildings proposed be 
submitted to this Fine Arts Commission for 
comment and approval before a permit is 
issued. I am told that none of the Fine Arts 
Commissions, of which I have spoken, require 
approval of plans before permits will be 
issued. They depend rather on the effect of 
their comments on public opinion which has 
in most cases been sufficient to bring about 
compliance with the Commission's suggestion. 
One has to be very careful that he does not 
infringe upon the rights of individuals which 
are so carefully guarded by our Constitution, 
but need we continue to live in ugly com- 
munities? 


THOUGHTS ON A FINE ARTS COMMISSION 
by V. T. H. BIEN 


the main arteries of our communities are being developed. Streets and av 
might be show cases of architectural endeavor for future 


The Architect in 
Civic Affairs 


by DAVID H. MORGAN 
The following is a digest of an article by 
David H. Morgan, AIA, a past president of 
the Philadelphia Chapter, which recently ap- 
peared in the DELAWARE VALLEY AN- 
NOUNCER. In addition to some well taken 
points, Mr. Morgan shows what architects 
are actually doing in many communities 
around the country. 
The architect's job is not just to design houses 
or individual buildings. His houses and build- 
ings create the environment for just about 
every human activity, The homes, schools, 
office buildings, factories, churches, theaters, 
hospitals, stores, shopping centers, railroad 
stations and air terminals and other structures 
the architect creates on his drawing boards 
are not just an expression of our culture and 
civilization. They also help determine the way 
we act and live. They make up our com- 
munities. 
Take city and community planning. 
The architect's first duty is to his client, of 
course. But he also has his client in mind 
when he thinks beyond the client's building. 
The individual building in the community does 
not stand by itself. Its physical and human en- 
vironment is vital. Its purpose is to serve peo- 
ple who require, light, clean air, green space 
for recreation, properly balanced traffic flow, 
playgrounds for their children, convenient ser- 
vices, and the myriad other things which come 
under the general heading of planning. 
The job, it's true, must start on the drawing 
boards. But that is only a small part of the 
battle. To improve our cities and communi- 
ties, to plan the revitalized cities and commu- 
nities of tomorrow require citizen action of all 
kinds. Architects are in the vanguard of that 
action. 
You find them talking about a better human 
environment in the service clubs and civic or- 
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ganizations, on citizens’ committees and gov- 
ernment boards . . . wherever people join to- 
gether to work for the common good. 

In Baltimore. Maryland, for example, no less 
than seven members of the local chapter of 
The American Institute of Architects hold im- 
portant municipal and civic posts: 

The AIA chapter president is vice chairman of 
the Baltimore County Planning Board; the 
chapter vice president is a member of the 
Planning Council of the Greater Baltimore 
Committee. Other active AIA members serve 
on the Citz Zoning Committee, the City Art 
Commission, the Planning Council of the 
Greater Baltimore Committee and the Urban 
Renewal Committee. Another architect is the 
director of the Urban Renewal and Housing 
Agency. 

In at least four of our cities—Louisville, Ky.: 
Kansas City, Mo.; Little Rock, Ark.; and Nash- 
ville, Tenn.—architects have joined in a vol- 
untary effort to work out plans for proper city 
planning and urban renewal. They are de- 
voting their talents and thousands of manhours 
to the public interest. 
Elsewhere architects, like most professions, 
organize to protect their professional status 
and continually strive within the AIA for ever 
higher ethical and professional standards. 

In California, architects lent a new dimension 
to a governmental campaign. To win the 
understanding and support of the State Legis- 
lature, they have mapped out a program to 
tell their story to the harassed and busy 
Legislators on a continuing basis, particularly 
when the Legislature is not in session. 

They know it pays off—not just in new con- 
tracts which may lead to commissions or im- 
proved public relations for themselves and 


Committee News 


Chairman MaclIntire of the Education Com- 
mittee has reported that his committee would 
continue to pursue the matter of Maryland 
University and an architectural school. 


Liaison with the Baltimore Chapter would be 
maintained on this project and all develop- 
ments recorded for the use of future commit- 
tees because of the long range nature of the 
understaking. 


Chairman Bartley of the Home Building In- 
dustry Committee reported the following pro- 
gram for his committee: 

1. Change the name to the National desig- 
nation. 

2. Continue as a one man committee until 
such a time as more representatives are 
required. 

3 Generally follow the outline of the nation- 
al committee to: “Promote the utilization 
of (Professional) Architectural services by 
merchant builders; and to collaborate 
with associations in the home building 
filed.” 

4. More specifically to meet with AIA, 
Montgomery County and Prince Georges 
County, Park and Planning Commission 
and Industry representatives in joint ef- 
fort to produce a clearer picture of the 
present and future of this industry in the 
Potomac Valley area, 

5. To work with other chapter committee 
on Codes, Registration and other allied 
programs. 

Chairman Bartley intends to meet soon with 
Mr. Morris at the Octagon so as get the pro- 
gram underway. 

Public Relations and Publications Committee 
Chairman Elliott discussed the question of re- 
taining public relations counsel (see page 3 
story on Burke appointment.) Chairman Elliott 
also recommended that his committee be split 
into sub-committees as follows: (1) PVA Sub- 
committee — (a) Advertising, (b) Publication. 
(2) Public Relations and Speakers Bureau (3) 
Public Information. Ted Englehardt 
mended Public Relations Counselor report to 
Executive Committee, 


recom- 


The officers of the Potomac Valley 
Chapter join with the editors and the 
Public 


Committee in wishing you, our dear 


Relations and Publications 


readers, a very 


MERRY CHRISTMAS! 


their profession, but in the better communities, 
the improved human environment which the 
architect envisions as providing, for his fellow 
man, better places in which to live, raise 
families, and have more enjoyable leisure 
hours, 


For architecture is not just a profession—it's a 
mission. 


COUNTY ARCHITECT ADDRESSES 
SILVER SPRING LIONS CLUB 


“The Architect's Place in the Community" was 
the general subject of an address by John 
Blake Murphy, A.LA., Architect for Monigom- 
ery County, to the Lions’ Club of Silver Spring 
at dinner at the Indian Spring Country Club 
on November 3rd, election night. 
ence of over 100 professional and business 
men were Architects of the Potomac Valley 
AJA. Chapter Trad Thomen and Ted Cro- 
mar, as well as Dana Johannes and Loren 


In an audi- 


Murray, 

After a brief description of the value of the 
“Collective Genius” of Architects upon the 
projects entrusted to their care. the County 
Architect, taking his key-note from the elec- 
tions of the day, further urged the business- 
men to prevail upon their practicing architect 
neighbors to partake, by more direct action, in 
the affairs of their communities. 

Among the areas cited by the County Archi- 
tect that would benefit immeasurably by the 
presence of professional planners were the 
State Planning Commissions, 
School Boards, and Town or County Councils, 
with specific recommendations that the Archi- 
tects be urged to accept leading positions in 


Legislature, 


the civic associations and PTA's, where offen 
community planning is first initiated. 

“It IS the responsibility of one generation to 
plan for the benefit of the next" stated Mr. 
Murphy, and he pointed out that the expand- 
ing County requires the assistance of experi- 
enced planners, if the next ten to twenty 
years is to produce an orderly and logical 
area growth which will accommodate at least 
double our present population. 
Centennial of such experience now at hand— 


“There is a 


we are derelict in our responsibilities if we 
fail to use it!” 
remarks given by the County Architect. 


was the summation of the 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SEEKS 
MEMBERSHIP ACTIVITIES DATA 


ATTENTION CHAPTER MEMBERS: Included 
with your December copy of PVA is a post 
card which we hope you will quickly fill out 
and drop in the mail. Here's what it's all 
about: (1) It will give the Public Relations 
Committee a handy census of the varied activi- 
ties of our membership which will be helpful 
in formulating a long range public relations, 
program: (2) It will give the committee some 
idea of those members whom we might call 
to represent the architect's viewpoint to local 
groups when the occasion demands; (3) The 
information should be of interest to all the 
members since from it we will be able to 
determine a composite member with relation 


to his community and social interest. 
We made the questionnaire short and sweet. 
It should take about sixty seconds to fill it out 
and put it in with your outgoing mail. 
PLEASE DO IT NOW — TODAY — IT WILL 
BE MOST HELPFUL — THANK YOU. 


LING 


High School Construction Budget Asked 
By Superintendent of Schools Whittier 


A $17.7 million school budget, 44%, higher 
than the current capital budget of $12.3 million 
has been requested for the 1959-1960 fiscal 
year by Montgomery County School Superin- 
tendent C, Taylor Whittier. Public Hearing on 
the budget will take place at Broome Junior 
High Schoo! in Rockville on December 4 at 
8:00 P.M. 

Highlighting the new budget request is a 
large scale school construction program cover- 
In citing reasons for 
the increased request, Dr. Whittier points to 
expected to 
reach 100,000 in 1964 from its present mark of 
68,133; projects pre- 
viously postponed which are now urgently 
needed; and the expected surge of war baby 


ing 15 large projects. 
mushrooming school enrollment 


rising building costs; 


students into the secondary schools. 

Projects proposed are: 

West Bethesda High School 
1500 capacity, $4,187,400 

West Rockville Junior High School 
800 capacity. $1,954,650 

A new administration building to headquarter 
the Board of Education, $1,500,000 


Gymnasium for Wheaton High School 
$1,227,900 

Gymnasium for Montgomery Junior College, 
$807,500 

Replacement of 18 classrooms at 
Elementary, $697,550 

Replacement of 10 rooms at Gaithersburg Ele- 
mentary, $694,550 

Addtiion to the new Sligo Junior High to in- 
crease capacity by 400 students, $568,990 


Bethesda 


Replacement of 16 rooms at Silver Spring In- 
termediate, $508,340 

Replacement of 10 rooms at Kensington Ele- 
mentary, $452,900 

A new East Wheaton Elementary 
350 capacity, $440.450 

A new Cedar Grove Elementary 
for 240 students, $375,250 

Eight-classroom addition to Aspen Hill Road 
Elementary, $365,600 

A new Hungerford Elementary 
for 240 Rockville area students, $365,550 

Twelve-classroom addition to Burning Tree Ele- 
mentary, $340,100 


Public Relations Aide Hopes for Member 
Participation in Civic and PR Program 


Our new public relations counsel, Don 
Burke, a ten-year resident of Montgomery 
County, has been in the public relations busi- 
ness in Maryland for the past two years. 
Prior to this time he spent eight years in the 
Washington area as a Congressional corre- 
spondent and associate editor of Public Utili- 
ties Fortnightly, a national utility magazine, 
and as a representative of the National Asso- 
ciation of Electric Companies in public rela- 
tions and congressional liaison work. 


A native of Madison, Wisconsin, prior to five 
years service during World War II in the 
Uniied States Navy in the Pacific, Burke spent 
three years in the national advertising depart- 
ment of the Wisconsin State Journal. He is a 
graduate of the University of Wisconsin. 


Burke, who is executive director of the Rock- 
ville Chamber of Commerce, has recently pub- 
lished a brochure for the City of Rockville 
which was designed to attract research and 
development industry to the area. 
tive in civic affairs, having been the Pub- 
licity Chairman of the West Montgomery 
County Citizens Association for a number of 
years, and is currently a vice president of 
that association. 
of a county-wide committee which selected the 


He is ac- 


Recently he was a member 


Montgomery County Policeman of the Year. 
He is a member of the National Press Club 
and an immediate past commander of Ameri- 
can Legion Post No. 20 of the same club, 
With wife, Mellen, and three children, Burke 
lives on the Falls Road in Potomac, Maryland. 


In addition to publishing and editing PVA, 
Burke will organize a long-range public rela- 
lions program in consultation with the Execu- 
live Committee and the Public Relations and 
Publications Committee, 


Keystone of such a 
program, Burke maintains, is the individual 
chapter member's willingness to apply public 
relations techniques in his own practice and 
participate in public activities. 


HERE and 
ELSEWHERE 


Washington Chapter 
Has New President 


John Stenhouse has taken over the reins of 
the Washington Metropolitan Chapter as a 
result of the recent resignation of Rowland 
Snyder. 
Snyder's resignation resulted when he accept- 
ed the post of Director of the Architectural and 
Structural Division of the Public Building Ser- 
vice, Acceptance of the position required Mr, 
Snyder to divest himself of important officer- 
ships in non-government organizations, 
Potomac Valley members extend heartiest best 
wishes to both of these gentlemen in their new 
Posts. 

VIRGINIA NEWS 
Falls Church City Fathers seem aware of the 
need for a long range program of sound archi- 
tectural development of the area in and around 
City Hall. 
architects have agreed to make recommenda- 


They have requested and local 


lions to assist in the future aesthetic develop- 
ment of that area. 

In other Virginia developments it was re- 
cently reported that the Virginia Division has 
retained an attorney to investigate the Regis- 
tration Law in that state. 


Baltimore Chapter 
Has New Publication 


“Architects’ Report" is the name of the Ba'ti- 
more Chapter’s new seasonal publication. The 
first issue, a handsome 32-page slick paper 
job, was dedicated to school construction. 
According to Chapter President Paul L. Gau- 
dreau, the venture has three purposes: (1) To 
recognize top quality architecture; (2) To bring 
top quality architecture to the attention of com- 
munity leaders in the Washington-Baltimore 
area; and (3) To stimulate architects to create 
better architecture. 

The Baltimore Chapter has announced plans 
for the remaining three issue of the year with 
the Winter issue featuring Religious Architec- 
ture; the Spring issue, residential architecture, 
and the Summer issue, commercial and recrea- 
tional buildings. 

The publication is a welcome addition to the 
growing list of quality architectural publica- 
tions and the Baltimore Chapter is to be con- 
gratulated for this major undertaking. 


TWO MEMBERS TO FLORIDA 
We'll miss our two friends, George Haddox 
and Dana B. Johannes who have transferred 
to the Florida Chapter. 
their new locations go with them. 


Our best wishes in 


Dana Johannes’ move creates a vacancy in the 
post of chairman of our School Buildings Com- 
mittee. 
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ARCHITECTURAL CONCRETE 
Tecfab, Inc. 
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| Insulating panels and 
window wall systems, Plastic Mosale and 
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Beltsville, Md. 


BUILDING EQUIPMENT AND 
MATERIALS 
The Hampshire Corporation 
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Minn. Ave. N.E., Wash 27, D. C. 
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4709 Montgomery La., Beth., Md. OL 2-8425 
EM 5-2747 


Hope's Windows, Inc. 
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Floyd E. Koontz 


Pella — Wood Folding Doors & Windows 
Miami Medicine Cabinets & Mirrors 
3250 K St. N. W., ‘Wash, D 
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Rose Brothers Co. 
For Roofing & Sheet Metal Work—Serving the 
Washington-Metropolitan Area since 189 
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Sun Valley Sliding Glass Doors 
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T. M, Woodall, Inc. 


Plastering and Acoustical Treatment 


JU 9-3811 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS AND 
BUILDERS 


Peregoy Construction Company 
Masonry Contractors 
10215 Woodmoor Circle, Silver Spring, Md. 


JU 9-2698 
Altimont Bros. Inc. 


4929 Bethesda Avenue, Bethesda 14, Md 
OL 2-1700 


E. A. Baker Company, Inc. 
Builders 


6480 Stigo Mill Rd.. Takoma Park JU 5-8564 


Warthen & Ward 


General Contractors 


10410 Montgomery Ave., Kensington, Md., 
Lockwood 5-1186 


Demory Brothers 
General Bullding Contractors 
Gaithersburg, Md. 


Gaith. 1066 


Marvin J. Duncan and Co. 
General Contractors 

10315 Kensington Pkwy, Kens., Md. LO 4-7075 
Hill and Kimmel, Inc. 


General. Contractors 


1103 Wayne Ave., Silver Spring, Md. 
JU 5-3911 


Muth Brothers, Builders 


4859 Cordell Ave., Bethesda, Md. OL 2-5113 


LANDSCAPING 


Gustin Gardens, Inc. 


Architectural Landscaping 
Expertly Accomplished 


Rockville Pike & Old Georgetn. Rd. WH 6-5600 


MASONRY 


A. Myron Cowell, Inc. 
Masonry Contractor JU 9-4589 


8416 Ramsey Ave., Silver Spring JU 9-3340 


PAINT 
Cunningham Paint Company 


Distributors: PVA Muraltone in 
I All Intenior and 
xterior Masonry Walls 


1236 - 20th St, N. W. 


Colors for 


ME 8-2670 


W. R. Winslow Co. 


Distributors for: Benjamin Moore, Samuel 
Cabot, and National Gy Winslows! 


Products 


922 New York Ave. 


um, 


N.W., Wash. NA 8-8610 


PLUMBING & HEATING 


American Radiator and Standard 
Sanitary Corp. 


Specifications for Plumbing and Heating 
8641 Colesville Rd., Silver Spring JU 7-6600 


Crane Co. 


of Plumbing, 
ves, Fittings 


10700 Hanna St., Beltsville, Md. WE 5-4690 


G. Leonard Daymude & Co., Inc. 


Mechanical Contractors 
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Blueprints, 
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882 Ellsworth Drive, Silver Spring JU 5-12 
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on Government and Private Projects 
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Edwin H. Morris 
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C. R. Coxeter and Company 
Macomber Steel Products 


8115 Fenton St., Silver Spring, Md. JU 9-7! 


TILE 


O. R. Armstrong 


nie ‘Tile Co., The Sparta Ceramle 
Co. RS Curtain Wall Panels 


2742 S. Buchanan St., Arlington 6, Va. 


KI 9-08 


The Mosaic Tile Co, of Virginia 
Tile Ma 
Warehouse 
607 S. Ball St., Arlington, Va. 
OT 4-5553 


turer 


Showroom 
OT 4-55 


Standard Art, Marble & Tile Co, 


Scagliola, Marble, Mosale, Terrazzo, Tile, 
Ceramic, Slate 
117 D St, N.W., Wash. NA 8-7; 


